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Look Who is Turning 75! | Steve Pausch 
Look who is turning 75, the ministry of Youth For Christ.  In 
1944 as WWII was winding down, and young service men 
were returning home from the battle front, God began a 
movement to reach lost young people across America and 
around the world. Youth For Christ began its ministry to young 
people with large rallies where thousands upon thousands of 
young people heard the life-changing message of Jesus Christ.  

This year, we celebrate YFC’s 75 years of ministry to young 
people and look forward to seeing more kids find the Hope of 
Jesus. Our motto this year will be simple… More Dreams than 
Memories. We have a rich history of ministry and great lead-
ers who went before us. We will share some of those stories 
and names in the months to come as we celebrate our Dia-
mond Anniversary but we will spend more time looking ahead 
at what God is calling us to today.  

In our seven county ministry area, we have over 65,000 young people between the ages of 11-19. Some 
of them are involved in churches and other ministries but many, even most, of those kids have no con-
nection to Jesus. Our staff and adult leaders are working on plans to get to all of those kids that are not 
connected and looking for ways to reach them with God’s message of love and forgiveness.  

To reach all of these young people, we will need hundreds of leaders, trained and ready to meet the 
need. We will need to find new financial partners to join us in this vital task of telling young people 
about Jesus. We need prayer partners to lift these young people up to the Lord and ask for His grace in 
their lives.  

We hear it every day. It is a tough time to be a teenager. The teen suicide rate is at unbelievable highs, 
drug and alcohol use is rampant, teen sexual identity is twisted and complicated and the future seems 
uncertain and unclear. We are committed to going where teens are, standing with them to wade 
through life, and sharing the Love of Christ in very tangible understandable ways to a lost and hurting 
generation of young people. Please join us in 2019 and beyond as we seek kids on God’s behalf.  

Thank you to the community group from Wadsworth Chapel that blessed the Garage 

campus inside and out with cleaning, repairing, and organizing.  Special thanks to 

Shelley Mountjoy for organizing it all! 

 

Thank you to the Berean class from First Christian Church for collecting carloads of 

needed supplies for the Garage.  The diapers, wipes, food items, paper products and 

fresh baked goods were appreciated  so much! 

 

Thank you to Grace Church, Bath campus, for the gift cards to help us buy needed 

supplies and use as prizes for the teens with whom we are connecting. 

 

Thanks to a couple of classrooms from Northside Christian School that came on a re-

cent Friday to serve, clean and organize during their school day.  All the students real-

ly took ownership of the jobs they chose and kept asking for more things to do.  Their 

energy was inspiring! 



Adaptability is definitely a necessity when ministering to teens. The more we build relationships 
and trust, the more young people let us in to their world. This helps us understand their needs 
on a greater level and helps point us in the direction of ministry needs and needed changes to 
our facility and our schedule. Over the last several years, in response to what kids have shared, 
we've added areas that have helped us meet the practical needs of our teens: formal wear area 
so ALL teens can fashionably attend school dances, school supply zone, everyday clothing shop 
and a thrift store.   Our latest addition is a new group:  Teen Recovery.  Our teens have, contin-
ually, been sharing struggles they are having with addictions of a variety of types: pornography, 
cocaine, self-harm/cutting, weed, alcohol, meth, and more.  They are desperately trying to 
shove other things into the God-shaped space in their hearts, and as a result, are experiencing 
pain and despair.  There is not a local teen support group for these hurting teens, and we can-
not ignore this need.  So, we are adapting and providing a safe place and group for teens to 
come and share their struggles, seek help, hear from others who have overcome their addic-
tions, learn coping skills, acquire tools to combat the cycle they are in and most importantly 
hear the Hope that only Jesus can truly offer.  Please pray for us and these hurting teens as we 
navigate this new group together. 

Adaptability | Laurie Beal 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of The Father and 
of The Son and of The Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 -Matthew 28:19-20 

Our ultimate responsibility as given in The Great Commission is to spread The Gospel! And at 
YFC, we take that charge seriously and focus our efforts and mission on reaching the youth in 
our community.  While we  will continue to focus on the at risk and fringe kids in our commu-
nity through The Garage, we also feel the need to reach more lost kids!  With this in mind, we 
are planning on beginning another ministry night that targets other demographics of lost 
youth in our community. As many of you know, I also coach football and have relationships 
with many athletes in Wadsworth. While the ministry we are planning is not going to be spe-
cifically an “athlete ministry”, I’m hoping that my connections with football players will b a 
way that we can connect with them and be able to provide a fun atmosphere where we can 
share Truth with them! 

Please pray for our staff and me as we work toward developing this future ministry and pray 
for the Holy Spirit to be in control of the whole thing.  I am excited and nervous. Starting a 
new branch of ministry is a difficult task to get momentum going, but I know it is all in God’s 
hands and He is faithful! We will be taking the steps to form the official ministry plan in the 
second semester!  

New Horizons | Matt Mountjoy 

As I reflect on the New year, I am celebrating that we have so many specific ministries going on 
in Fremont.  On Mondays, we have our Campus Life High School program.  On Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Sundays, we have our Juvenile Justice Ministry visitations and there are vari-
ous mentorships going on throughout the week.  On Wednesday, we have a metal band, in 
which we pour into young musicians both with musical training and with the word of God.  On 
Thursday, we have our YFC CORE evangelism and discipleship group.  On Friday, Campus Life 
Middle School meets at the middle school cafeteria. 

In the midst of all this programming, I still have a memory clip in my brain of a guy at one of the 
5th Quarter outreaches shooting a basketball and trying to impress me, saying “Do you see 
me?”.  We are constantly making sure that our teens feel seen and heard in our programs so 
that they can feel seen and heard by Jesus.  In this New Year, let our resolution be to keep mak-
ing sure that every teen feels personally seen and heard ,so that they may understand that they 
are truly seen and heard by Jesus. 

Do You See Me? | Doug Bryant 

A Place to Call Home Update 

$40,639.  At the time of the printing of this newsletter, that is the amount that you all have 
donated toward the purchase of our ministry center in Wadsworth. That is incredibly good 
news to the hundreds of teens in town that see this building and the people there as a 
spring in the desert. We will be able to reach out to teens and help meet their many needs 
for years to come as a result of this matching campaign.  Thank you for helping to make this 
a reality in the lives of teens today and tomorrow. 


